
N e w s l e t t e r  

Down on the Farm 
Reception went on a trip to Big Sheep Little Cow farm 
in Bedale. They had a lovely day and the weather was 
kind to them! They saw lots of animals. The children 
fed the lambs, got to brush a Shetland pony and a very 
large pig! They loved the very bumpy barrel train ride. 
A big thank you to the parents who went along         
to help.  
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School Council, Staff and Governors Unite  
What should children learn in school? What should every child experience? What is important to our  
community? These were the kind of questions discussed by children, staff and governors at our          
curriculum review meeting. The answers will be used to help make our ‘outstanding’ curriculum better. 
Thank you to everyone who attended and made fantastic contributions. A special thank you to the    
children who showed a real enthusiasm for designing their own curriculum and learning experiences.  
Governors were very impressed with how confident and articulate the children were. 

WOW! 
Last Friday, as a reward for coming 
first in the ’Big Pedal’ competition,  
we were thrilled to have a stunt man 
show us some amazing skills using a 
special BMX bike. He was absolutely 
fantastic, delighting the children by 
jumping off platforms and even his 
car! He even unofficially broke the  
record for the highest jump over a 
bar.  



Overall attendance for          
W/C 9.6.14  

Reception 99% 

Year 1 97% 

Year 2 94% 

Year 3 95% 

Year 4 94% 

Year 5 96% 

Year 6 97% 

Dates for Diaries 

23.6.14 Start of Year 6 Transition Week 

25.6.14 Reception picnic in South Park - am 

1.7.14 Tour de France afternoon Y4 & Y5 - school field 

1.7.14 ‘Eddie Robinson Shield’ football match at St Teresa’s - 3.30pm 

2.7.14 Cricket Festival at Feethams - Y5 

3.7.14 Y1 Class Assembly  - 9am 

7 - 11.7.14 Health and Sustainability Week 

8.7.14 Y2 Durham Cathedral visit 

8.7.14 Y6 Leavers Walk 

9.7.14 Sports Day & PFA Summer Fayre - pm    (weather permitting!) 

9.7.14 Nursery explore Geneva Woods - 1pm 

10.7.14 Y3 & Y4 Community Games at Eastbourne Complex 

11.7.14 Annual reports to parents 

15.7.14 Y6 Bike Ride to Middleton St. George 

16.7.14 Nursery explore Geneva Woods - 9am 

16.7.14 Sportability Festival at Eastbourne Complex  

18.7.14 Break up for summer holidays. Children return Wednesday 3rd Sept. 

St. John’s have been very busy entering various sporting events around Darlington and there is still 
more to come!. Here is the news so far... 

Town Sports 
Once again schools around Darlington       
assembled for a mega sports event held    
Eastbourne Complex. Our representatives  
competed in many track and field events and 
were very successful. Alice (Y5), competed in 
the 60 metre disability track event and won a 
gold medal. Alice will be competing in the Tees 
Valley Finals later this month.  Paris (Y5), 
showed off her skills in Basketball, achieving 
3rd place and a bronze medal. Well done. Alice and Paris! 
All our children showed great determination and exemplary 
behaviour. We are proud of you all!  

Year 6 Boys’ Cricket 
Each year we take part in the Cricket Festival 
held at the R A Club. After much effort and 
steadfast determination they were rewarded 
with second place and showed great         
sportsmanship 
through out. 
Well done lads! 

Year 6 Girls’ Cricket 
The girls competed a few days 
later at the same event. The girls 
played very well and a wonderful 
day was had by all! 

Each year Mrs Penteney takes her own 
dance troop to the Hurworth Methodist Church 
Fayre and this year St. John’s were invited to   
perform their award winning ‘Respect’ routine. 
The children received lovely comments about 
their dance and how polite they were. Thank you 
to the parents who gave up their Saturday to get 
the children there.  

We are delighted for Ebony (Y5), who 
will be performing with Robbie Williams 
at the Newcastle Metro Arena this 
weekend. Ebony was asked by      
Stagecoach to audition and was one of 
twenty children selected out of the 
whole region! We look forward to   
hearing all about it next week Ebony!  
Staff have already asked if she can 
smuggle us in! Attached is the new autumn term dinner 

menu which starts on September 3rd and 
runs until Christmas. Please complete the 
Pre Ordering form and return to school 
no later than Friday 4th July. If you 
have any problems completing the form, 
call into the office where the staff will be 
pleased to help. 

Remember if you mislay the dinner menu it is on the 
school website www.stjohnsacademy.co.uk  
Please note: if you want to change your child’s din-
ner arrangement or want to change from a school 
dinner to a home provided packed lunch you must give 
three weeks’ notice. 

The Great North Air Ambulance are having a Family 
Fun Day on Sunday 6th July at Darlington Rugby 
Club. Please see our Notice Board for more details. 

Our PFA are asking for donations of unwanted books and 
school uniform which will be sold at the Summer Fair. The Fair 
will take place during our annual Sports Day on Thursday 9th 
July (Weather permitting as we need the warm weather to   
continue to dry up our field which is still boggy!) 

http://www.stjohnsacademy.co.uk

