
Year 6 Curriculum Newsletter – Spring 2016 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Happy New Year!  I hope you have all had a lovely Christmas break.  

We have lots of hard work ahead as we begin preparations for the national tests in 

May.  The tests will be, without a doubt, very challenging, in line with the higher 

expectations of the new curriculum.  However, there is no need for anyone to panic 

or start feeling stressed.  As always, we will prepare thoroughly and provide the 

children with lots of opportunities to practise their skills.  They will see lots of 

examples of test style questions so that by the time the tests come around it will 

be “just another day at the office” as they say on TV! 

 

English 

Our focus on reading a wide range of books for pleasure, and on building stamina, 

continues. Please encourage your child to read every night for at least 15 minutes 

and then discuss with you what they have read. You may have noticed that the 

children have started to bring some examples of reading tests home.  We will 

support reading and comprehension skills in school but would like the children to 

complete the answer paper at home in order to build stamina and practise skills in 

this area. 

Our writing this term will include stories, poetry, newspaper reports, biographies 

and explanation texts all based around our topic of “Space”.  Keeping up to date 

with astronaut Tim Peake during his time in the space station will also provide a 

stimulus for writing. 

Book Week will begin on 6th March with dressing up day – we can’t wait to see more 

of your fantastic creative ideas. 

Thank you for your support with some tricky spellings again last term.  This term we 

will be focusing on applying knowledge about prefixes, suffixes and word roots.  

www.kidsspell.com,  www.topmarks.co.uk and www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize all have games to 

support spelling and grammar. 

 

Maths 

This term we will focus on choosing appropriate strategies (mental, jottings or 

formal calculations) to prepare children for the demands of the new arithmetic 

test.  We will revise knowledge and skills in all aspects of maths but the real focus 

will be on using and applying those in problem solving situations. You will be very 

welcome at our Maths Open Sessions on 2nd and 3rd of February (more information 

to follow later).  Homework will provide extra practise of the unit for that week 

using SATs style questions. 

All children have free access to Mathletics and we are encouraging the children to 

use this at home for extra practise.  www.arcademics.com and www.mathplayground 

are also full of fun maths games. 

Children need to be really secure with multiplication and division facts up to the 12 

http://www.kidsspell.com/
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.arcademics.com/
http://www.mathplayground/


times tables and they also need to learn equivalent measures (length, weight, 

capacity, time and money); these will be sent home on Friday, with their spelling 

sheet, to practise for the following Thursday.  

 

PLEASE REMIND CHILDREN THAT THURSDAY IS HOMEWORK DAY. 

 

Science 

Our topic this term is “Space” so we will be learning all about the solar system, how 

we get night and day and seasons and also looking ahead to life in space stations and 

on colonies on Mars. This leads nicely into investigations around forces.  

www.nasa.gov/audience/forkids/kidsclub/flash  and www.kidsastronomy.com are useful 

websites for a bit of research. 
 

In R.E. we will be looking at the Eucharist and studying People of Faith before 

looking at the festival of Easter.  Our PHSE and Citizenship work is centred around 

Getting on and Falling Out – helping the children to develop relationships and deal 

with conflict in a positive way.  We will also be attending the Safety Carousel to 

learn ways of keeping ourselves safe at home and in the community. 

 

P.E. will be on Friday until half term and then the children will go swimming.  It is a 

good idea to send in PE kit and leave it in school until half term to avoid children 

forgetting it.  Could you please ensure that children with pierced ears only wear 

studs for health and safety and that they do not wear earrings on swimming days.  

If your child requires an inhaler, it is essential that you make sure they are in date 

and in school. 

 

I look forward to seeing you on Open Evening on 3rd March. However, if you have 

any queries or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me.  I am always in the 

playground before and after school for quick questions or to arrange an 

appointment for anything that needs a longer chat.  

 

Please note that due to Government legislation leave will not be granted for holidays 

unless there are extenuating circumstances.  Please do not book holiday during 

SATs week – 9th to 12th May. 

 

Thank you for your support last term. By working together we can ensure that 

children approach new challenges with confidence and achieve success.  

 

Your interest is greatly appreciated. 

Mrs M Brown 

http://www.nasa.gov/audience/forkids/kidsclub/flash
http://www.kidsastronomy.com/

