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                      Guided by God,  to be the best that we can be. 

Lent starts on the 14th February (Ash Wednesday) which is the 40 days leading up to 
Easter when we remember Jesus’ time in the desert and the challenges he faced there. 
Because Jesus didn’t eat for 40 days, Christians like to remember this story by giving up 
something themselves during Lent. Instead of giving something up, we are asking the  
children to do something for someone else and take the challenge of carrying out 40 acts 

of kindness. They are bringing home a sheet with ideas they can do although as a family you can make 
up your own ideas. It doesn’t matter if the children don't complete all the acts. We will be sharing      
examples of acts of kindness in school. 

Year 5’s Class Assembly took place on Thursday morning. The assembly was all 
about E-safety – how to stay safe on the internet and how inappropriate games 
can have a catastrophic effect on children who are too young to play them. The 
children performed two short plays. The first showed how posting images of   
people without their permission can be deeply upsetting. The second         

demonstrated how sending messages online can lead to people becoming upset, even if it was only for a joke     
because there are no facial expressions or body language. 
The Cyber Squad then introduced themselves. These are a group of children who have been trained by local youth 
workers to be peer mentors for the rest of the children in the 
school. If children have a problem online, they can go to one 
of the Cyber Squad and discuss it.  
Finally, Mike and Colin, who trained the Cyber Squad 
showed parents some of the games that children are playing, 
which are inappropriate. Games such as GTA V, Mortal 
Kombat and Call of Duty contain very explicit material and 
should never be played by people under the age of 18. If 
you have any questions regarding E-safety, you can look on 
the E-safety section of the school website or contact a   
member of staff in the school.  



 

22.2.18 Major Shirley, from the Salvation Army, leading Collective Worship  

23.2.18 Visiting theatre group performing Wind in the Willows 

26.2.18 Book Fair 3.20 - 4pm (last day Thursday)  

28.2.18 Y5 & Y6 visit to the Life Centre in Newcastle 

1.3.18 Parent Open Afternoon for Reception, Years 1 & 2 start 1pm 

1.3.18 Parent Open Evening for all classes - start 3.20pm 

2.3.18 Book Character Dress Up day 

2.3.18 Open Afternoon for Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 - start 1pm 

7.3.18 Year 5/6 Swimming Gala 9am - 12.30pm 

8.2.18 Author Anthony Wootten visiting KS2 

9.3.18 Year 3 & Year 4 visit to the Oriental Museum - full day out 

19.3.18 Dance Festival  

29.3.18 Easter Service 2pm at St. John’s Church - all welcome 

29.3.18 Break up for Easter 

16.4.18 Return to school 

Dates for Diaries 

9.2.18 Break up for half term 

19.2.18 Children return to school  - Rev. Sue leading Worship 

20.2.18 Jay’s Exotic Animals visiting Y1 & Y2 

21.2.18 Y5/6 Boys’ Football Cup - Eastbourne Complex 10am - 3pm 

22.2.18 Y5/6 Girls’ Football Cup - Eastbourne Complex 10am - 3pm 

Egyptian Day 
This week Year 3 and Year 4 were visited by Rodd and Emily 
from The Outreach Team in Durham. They brought ancient 
Egyptian artefacts which were over 3000 year old and talked 
about how the Egyptians were mummified ...very gruesome! 
William was made into a mummy and the rest of the children 
acted out a ceremony fit for a Pharaoh. To finish off the whole Egyptian day 
experience each class made clay amulets and Shabti dolls.  
Year 3 and Year 4 will be continuing their studies of Ancient Egypt when 
they visit The Oriental Museum in Durham on Friday 9th March. A letter will 
be sent out in the new term giving further details. 

Attendance Winners      
Spring Term 1 

Week 3 Y6 99% 

Week 2 Y4 100% 

 

Darlington Borough Council are looking to extend their 
team of pedestrian trainers. They work with various 
schools in the Darlington area. The qualities they are   
looking for in a pedestrian trainer are: 

 You should enjoy working with children, you will be ex-
pected to work flexibly, on a casual basis, during school 
term time.  

 To assist with developing, executing and co-ordinating their 
established pedestrian training programme. 

 Hours of work will be 9.30am till 11.30am and 1.30pm to 
3pm.  

 Full training will be given. 
For further information please contact Dawn Harker, Road Safety 
Officer on 01325 406697 or visit Darlington Borough Council 
website for further details and application form. 

Book Week celebrations 
will begin on the 23rd 
February with a theatre 
performance of Wind in 

the   Willows. There will be lots of exciting 
things going on to promote reading for 
pleasure and to encourage children to 
read widely, including introducing children 
to new books and authors. There will be 
lots of  competitions concluding with our 
dressing up day - dress up as your      
favourite book character on Friday 2nd 
March. Please don’t go to a lot of      
expense; charity shop finds, recyclable   
materials and a good imagination are 
best!  A Scholastic Book Fair is on after 
school from Monday 26th February until 
Thursday 1st March. The children will be 
able to spend their £1 world book voucher 
if you wish. 
We hope you have a lovely half term - the      
children have worked very hard. Many 
thanks for your support this term; we look 
to welcoming the children back to school 
on Monday 19th February. 

Our current 
attendance is 
95.8% and 
our target is 
96.4%. 

Please note leave of absence will only be 
granted for ‘exceptional’ circumstances 
which tend to be one off situations. Leave 
of Absence will not be considered for long 

periods (over 5 days). Good attendance is extremely         
important to maximise children’s life chances and we   
value your cooperation. 

Join our free 5 week course starting Tuesday 27th 
February 9am -11am and discover useful money   
saving tips for you and your family, and how to  
budget your income and spending. Call into 
the  school office and enrol for this very 
useful and informative course. 


