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                      Guided by God,  to be the best that we can be. 

Year 3 led a class worship focusing on the 
Christian value ‘Truthfulness’. They per-
formed a play of ‘Joseph and the Truth Stick’ 
and shared the message about honesty and 
how telling the truth will set you free! The      
children shared their learning about positive 
mind-sets, which links to their mindfulness training, with a      
creative rendition of Will-i-am’s ‘What I am’. The assembly 
ended with a prayer Year 3 wrote together to thank      
everyone for their help and support.  

Year 3 Class Worship 

Year 1 Class Worship 
Palm Sunday from the donkey’s perspective! 

Year 1 performed a retelling of Palm Sunday, from the     
perspective of a horse and a donkey! The horse was Marcellus, 
the magnificent stallion who had charged in Roman battles. 
Zedy the donkey was unloved and uncared for and was very 
surprised one day when two men came along and took him 
away with them. The next thing Zedy knew he was being  
ridden into Jerusalem by the most gentle rider. The donkey 
did not realise his rider was Jesus and that the day would 
come to be known as Palm Sunday. To read more about this 
story go to Year 1’s class page on the website. 

Monday was the last event of our busy 
extended World Book Week. Children from 
KS1 and KS2 entered Mrs Brown’s version 
of Mastermind (including big black chair!) 

answering questions about authors and book characters. The competition 
was tough but Jessica Y1 and Lucy Y4 were the  overall  champions...well 
done girls! We also had a wonderful work shop throughout the school with   
author Antony Wooten, who talked about how he became a writer. He 
gave the children good writing planning strategies and showed them how 
to use surroundings and imagination to become more creative writers. 

Book Character Day 
As you know our ‘Book Character Day’ came a little later 
than usual due to the snowy weather. But the delay did 
not spoil our favourite day of the year! Many thanks to 
parents who put in so much time and effort in making the 
children's amazing costumes - to chose a winner and runner 
up from each class was an almost impossible task! The  
children who won each received a book voucher to spend 
on a book of their choice...maybe it will inspire them for 
next year’s ‘Book Character day’! 

Book Character winners 

Mastermind contestants 



DATES FOR DIARIES 

26.3.18 Easter Egg Competition 

29.3.18 Easter Service 2pm at St. John’s Church - all welcome 

29.3.18 Break up for Easter 

16.4.18 Return to school 

Please note leave of absence will only be granted for 
‘exceptional’ circumstances which tend to be one off      
situations. Leave of Absence will not be considered for long 
periods (over 5 days). Good attendance is extremely     
important to maximise children’s life chances and we value 
your cooperation. 

Easter Egg Competition 
Decorate a hard boiled egg and bring it to school 
on Monday 26th March. There will be a first and 
second prize chosen in each class with judging on 

Tuesday. Please ensure your child’s name and class is 
clearly written on their  decorated egg.  
Thank you 

St John's performed a wonderful routine called 
'Power of Words' at Darlington's Dance Festival. 
The dance incorporated the words of great      
leaders, lyrics of iconic songs and our Christian 
values. The children were amazing and gave a 
high energy, professional performance. Special 
thanks to Mrs Penteney for the wonderful        
choreography which allowed the children to shine.  

Y3 & Y4      
Oriental Museum 

Visit 
Year 3 & 4 had a 
wonderful visit to the 
Oriental Museum in 
Durham and are now 
Egyptologists! They 
found out about their 
gods, food,         

hieroglyphics, and dressed up as Egyptians. They even met a 
mummy with a prosthetic arm!   

Attendance Winners      
Spring Term 2 

Week 3 
Y2 & 
Y3 

99% 

Week 4 
Y2 & 
Y3 

99% 

Please be aware that there are children in school 
with severe and potentially life threatening allergies 
to nuts. To help us reduce the risk as much as     
possible, please can parents consider these children 
with nut allergies when preparing packed lunches for 
your own children. 

The Local Authority Educational Safeguarding Officer 
has made us aware of a new app called ‘Chat with 
Strangers’ which contains inappropriate content and 
poses a serious safeguarding risk. Please make sure 
you know what your children are accessing online and 
that they are closely supervised. If you have any  
concerns you can get in touch with school or contact police directly.  

  
Please note we have had complaints from parents and residents that 
some parents are parking dangerously and with no consideration for the 
people who live in the new houses and flats across from school. The  
police are aware of this and are keeping an eye on the situation. Please 
be courteous and park in the designated areas.  

Year 2 presented a class worship to the whole 
school and a huge crowd of proud parents and 
relatives. Their worship was about  respect and 

looking after the environment. They shared what they have been 
learning about the rainforests, the animals that live in them and how 
we can protect them. Lots of children were proud to receive awards 
for completing their reading journals, reading regularly at home and 
scoring well in their weekly spelling scores. 

Our overall attendance is 
96% and creeping steadily 
towards our target of 
96.4%. Well done everyone 
- keep it up! 

We will be attending an Easter 
Service at St John’s Church 
next Thursday 29th March 
at 2pm. Reverend Sue and 
the children will be and telling 

the Easter story. It would be lovely to see you 
at St. John’s Church to celebrate Maundy  
Thursday and share our Easter celebration 
with us. 


