
News l e t t e r  

Victorian Town Trail 
Years 5 and 6 took part in our Victorian town trail last 

week. The children observed key areas of Darlington that 

were developed during the Victorian era and discussed 

why Darlington became such an important town.  Ask 

your child to tell you about Joseph Pease; why South 

Park and Eastbourne Park were built; why some houses 

have a small window in the garden shed and why there 

are red stripes on the steps on High Row. Darlington’s 

Victorian past is everywhere! 
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                      Guided by God,  to be the best that we can be. 

Welcome to our new Reception children 

Stone Age life  
Year 4 enjoyed a wonderful trip to 
the Head of Steam museum. We 
learnt how settlements grow and 
develop over time. It was really inter-
esting to find out how the first set-
tlers survived in this country. We 
planted seeds, (using deer antlers to 
dig our holes!), built shelters, made 
fires and ground wheat to make 
flour. The trip has really got our 
brains whizzing with fantastic ideas 
to start off our geography topic of 
settlements.  
 

We really enjoyed our Year 3 trip to the Head of Stead museum in Darlington. We learnt so much about the Stone Age, by 
experiencing thier way of life, making shelters, planting seeds and grinding wheat which we turned in to bread. We    
attempted to make a fire but it was really hard work! It was a good introduction to the lives of Stone Age people which we 
will learn about in more detail in our following history lessons.  

Year 4 

We had a bumper harvest from our pear 
tree this year. The children enjoyed the fruits 
of their labour and gave a basket of pears to Revd Tony when he 
popped in to see us. 

Helping those in need 
We would be grateful for donations of 
tinned and packet foods with a good 
sell by date, for our local Food Bank 

which provides much needed 
temporary help to families 
struggling financially. The food donations will be collected on 
Monday 21st October. Thank you 



Year 

When Mrs Pitchers approached us and asked if we could use 

some Halloween decorations and other spooky items that she 

acquired from a local business - we of course said yes! What 

we did not expect was the unbelievable amount! With this in 

mind we have organised a ‘Spooky Shop Sale’.  The pop up 

shop will be open during parent/teacher consultations this week. Items 

will be available at a bargain price of 20p and 50p! All the proceeds from the 

shop will go towards ideas we receive from the children to help improve our 

school. Thank you Mr & Mrs Pitchers, it’s so very thoughtful of you. 

 

DATES FOR DIARIES 

9.10.19 Y5 Tag Rugby Festival  12-3pm Mowden  

9.10.19 Open Afternoon (parent/teacher consultation) 

10.10.19 Open Evening (parent/teacher consultation) 

10.10.19 World Mental Health Day 

17.10.19 Y3, Y4, Y5 & Y6 Harvest Celebration 9am in school 
- parents welcome 

18.10.19 Rec, Y1 & Y2 Harvest Celebration 9am in school - 
parents welcome 

18.10.19 Y5 & Y6 Girls Tag Rugby Festival 12-3pm Mowden 

21.10.19 Young Leaders Training - 1-3pm Eastbourne Complex 

22.10.19 Y4 Tag Rugby Festival - 12-3pm Mowden 

24.10.19 Y6 Tag Rugby Festival  - 1-3pm St. Aidans 

24.10.19 Autumn Disco  

25.10.18 Half term break 

5.11.18 Tuesday. Children return to school 

26.11.18 School Photographer  

Autumn Disco 
We are looking forward to having fun at the Autumn  Disco 
on Thursday 24th October; tickets will be available to buy 
from  Monday 14th October to Tuesday 22nd  October. 
Wearing a costume is optional but please do not go to a lot 
of expense! Please note that Multi-Sports after school 
club for Year 1 and 2 and IT Club for KS2 will not 
take place. 

Pumpkin Competition 
If you wish to enter a pumpkin, bring it in on the 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday before the 
disco, marked clearly with your name and 

class. If you wish to put a light in the pumpkin, please use the 
battery  operated tea lights. The entries will be judged on 
Thursday at the disco and winners will be  announced on   
Friday when they need to be taken home.   

Many thanks to those who could attended the 
EYFS MacMillan Coffee Morning.  The children 
from Nursery and Reception captivated the audi-
ence with their nursery rhymes and songs (not for-
getting the amazing Pirate song performed by some 

very piratey Pirates! (Oooh Arrr!). 
We were very grateful to all those wonderful bakers out there who 
very kindly made delicious cakes and biscuits to raise money for this 
very worthy cause; £157.10 was raised.  

 Thursday 10th    
October is Mental 
Health Day and we 
are joining in with the 

‘Hello Yellow’ campaign to promote   positive 
mental health for our children. All the children 
will be decorating a yellow bow tie to wear on 
Thursday and learn the meaning of wearing 
something yellow for the day. Your child is  
welcome to wear something yellow but we do 
not want anyone to go out and buy something 
especially. Our school works with the Anna 
Freud Centre for children and families and they 
have a very useful  website for parents and 
cares with a talking animation toolkit and   
booklet ‘You’re never too young to talk mental 
health’.  
This can be found at https://annafreud.org 

It’s all in the balance! 

Reception children are into their second week of ‘Bike Bal-

ance’, which is the first step to learning to ride a bike with-

out stabilisers. They are all doing very well. 

 Rec Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Week 1 100% 96% 100% 95% 99% 100% 97% 

Week 2 99% 96% 100% 96% 96% 98% 96% 

Week 3 100% 97% 97% 97% 91% 95% 97% 

Week 4 93% 96% 99% 95% 94% 93% 100% 

Week 5 91% 96% 96% 93% 94% 95% 100% 

Governor’s set an attendance target of 96.4%. If your child's class has 

achieved 97% or above they are doing well but anything below 96% 

requires improvement. Our overall attendance is 96.4% so we are on 

target but last year at this point we were 97.4%; much higher! Let’s hope 

we have a better few weeks. 


