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                      Guided by God,  to be the best that we can be. 

Children came to 
school in a   
wonderful array 
of spots (many 
wearing their 
own designed    
t-shirts) to raise funds for 
Children in Need. To launch 
‘Road Safety Week’ some 
children wore bright clothes 
to raise awareness that it is 
very important to be seen 
on these dark mornings and 
nights. Well done everyone 
it was a very enjoyable day 
and you raised £152.84 for 

Children 
in Need.   

 

They’ve only gone and won it! 
Last Saturday, our Year 6 pupils were 
one of the many local groups at a 
community event to win funding to 
improve community engagement. The 
children practised and employed some 
very valuable skills in their efforts to 
persuade local residents to vote for 
their bid to install outdoor gym   
equipment in 
Lascelles 
Park. They 

researched national    
fitness and obesity    
levels, the benefits of 
various types of     
equipment to both    
physical and mental 

well-being and persuasive techniques along with graphic      
design. Thanks to their fantastic efforts with placards, sandwich boards and leaflets, their very visible 
presence and the support of some very persuasive parents we won! 



Year 

DATES FOR DIARIES 

26.11.18 School Photographer  

29.11.19 Y5 & Y6 Victorian School Day - dress up as a Victorian child 

30.11.19 St John’s Christmas Fair - 11am - 1pm at church 

4.12.18 Flu Immunisation - Reception through to Year 6 

4.12.19 Tees Valley Gymnastics 9.30am - 2.30pm 

6.12.19 Y2 Christmas Journey at St Matthews & St Lukes - morning 

13.12.19 Y6 Basketball at St Aidan’s - pm 

17.12.19 Christmas Lunch for school dinner children (pack lunch children 
will be enjoying the fun too!) 

18.12.19 Christmas Concert  
9.20am Year 1 & Year 2 performance 
10.30am Nursery & Reception performance (EYFS) 
1.45pm KS1 & KS2 performance 
6pm KS2 only performance 

19.12.19 Christingle at St. John’s Church (weather permitting) - 
2pm all welcome 

19.12.19 Y1 & Y2 Christmas Party - morning 

20.12.19 EYFS Christmas Party  - morning 

20.12.19 KS2 Christmas Party - afternoon 

20.12.19 Break up for Christmas 

6.1.20 Return to school 

 Rec Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Week 1 100% 97% 99% 100% 97% 94% 98% 

Week 2 98% 96% 87% 92% 89% 92% 99% 

There are some nasty virus’ going about. 
If your child has a sickness or diarrhoea 
bug, please ensure they are clear of any    
symptoms before they come back to 
school. 24 hours clear of the bug is the 
recommended time before returning to school. This would help 
the endless circle of contamination! Thank you. 

Thank you to everyone for 
taking part in ‘Odd Sock Day’ 
as part of our Anti-Bullying 
week. The children and staff 

thoroughly enjoyed celebrating their     
individuality and what makes us 
all unique. The bullying theme, 
‘Change starts with us’ and our 
Christian value of ‘Respect’ for 
all was reinforced throughout the 
week. Although bullying is rare 

at St. John’s, all the children agreed that we 
have collective responsibility to tell someone 
if it happens so that it can be sorted out   

immediately. Reassuringly out of 101 parental question-
naires that were returned, 80 parents said that their child 
had never been bullied and all parents agreed that when 
they had had a problem the school dealt with it quickly 
and effectively. (A full analysis of our parents’ question-
naires will be shared with you soon). Congratulations to        
Morgan’s mum who was drawn out as the winner of £20. 

Whole school attendance is only 95.7%  which is 
well  below our target of 96.4%. We have had a lot 
of absence due to some nasty bugs going around 
and unauthorised holidays. All children who achieve 

98% or more at the end of half term received an attendance prize 
today. We appreciate that hospital appointments are difficult to  
arrange out of school time. 

Note to parents 
As you are aware there’s always a lot going on in school 
and we have much to report about. We do try to keep 
photos as large as possible but if you would like a closer 
view of the newsletter click the ‘news’ tab along the top or 
at the bottom of the home page. Lots of other information 
can be found on our website www.stjohnsceacademy.co.uk  

We would like to thank Mr John Robinson from 

Burnside carpets who very generously donated a 

new rug for our 3 year old nursery. The children are 

loving the cosy feeling it gives to their home corner. 

Christmas Fair 

St. John’s Church will be holding their Christmas Fair  Saturday 

30th November at 11am till 1pm. Our choir will be singing at 

12.15pm. There will be lots of stalls selling a range of items as 

well as cakes and a cuppa! Pop along and grab a bargain for 

Christmas! It will be lovely to see you there. 

Year 5 performed a fantastic class assembly 
on Tuesday, which demonstrated the      
fantastic learning that has taken place    
already this year across a range of          
curriculum areas. The children showed off 
their acting skills to tell the story of Joseph 
Pease and George Stephenson and their   
influence on the development of Darlington 
during the Victorian era. The children then 
spoke about LS Lowry, an artist they have 
been studying in art. The song ‘Matchstick 
Men and Match Stalk Cats and Dogs’ was 

written about Lowry and Year 5 performed it using their       
amazing singing voices. After explaining some of the tricky    
vocabulary that they have been learning in Guided Reading, the 
children talked about their anti-littering poster project and their 
work with Councillor Darrien Wright. Year 5 showed their     
posters, which were made from litter and Darrien has taken them 
away to choose a winner. Look out for the winning poster in the 
local area and make sure you dispose of litter responsibly or you 
will have Year 5 to answer to! 

What did the Victorians do for us?... 


