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Year 4 Curriculum Newsletter – Summer 2022 
Dear Parents/ Carers,  
 
I hope you have all had a fantastic Easter break. We are looking forward to another exciting term in Year 4. I was so pleased with 
the progress the children made during the Spring Term. They are working so hard, and are developing the resilience, 
independence and confidence they need to become super learners. We are looking forward to a busy Summer Term!   
 
English 
We are having a large focus on reading a wide range of books and texts for pleasure. Your encouragement at home has been 
extremely beneficial and is appreciated. Please continue to read every night, allowing your child to read aloud, which will really 
build their confidence and fluency. It is very beneficial to discuss what has been read to check your child’s understanding. The 
children have learnt strategies to help them choose a book that is appropriate for their reading level. Children are also expected 
to read a book and complete the related quiz on Rising Stars Reading Planets as part of their weekly homework. 
 
We will begin our writing work by focusing on letter writing, following our participation in the exciting ‘Teesside Trailblazers’ 
anti-racism workshop. We are going to seize the opportunity to write for a real purpose, writing letters to our MP, Mayor and 
Prime Minister about the fantastic work the ‘Teesside Trailblazers’, from Middlesbrough Football Club’s Under 18 team, are 
doing to tackle racism in sport and beyond. 
 
Thank you for your support with some tricky spellings last term. Please continue to practise these as frequently as possible at 
home.  
 
Maths 
Over the coming weeks we will be working on money. Children would benefit from extra opportunities to practise these skills, 
such as calculating amounts of money they will need to pay for an item and how much change they will receive. We will then 
move on to telling the time, where we will recap telling the time to the nearest minute, and then move on to using a 24-hour 
clock. 
 
As always, extra practice of fundamental skills such as times tables, counting money and telling the time are always encouraged 
and we would appreciate your support with this. The children are continuing to make super progress with their knowledge of 
their times tables and the related division facts. Daily practise on Times Table Rock Stars will really help the children achieve the 
target of knowing all of their tables up to 12 x 12 by the end of the academic year. Children will complete the National 
Multiplication Check in the second half of this term. We practice this on a regular basis and the children are all comfortable with 
its format. If you have any questions about the check, please make an appointment with me to discuss it. 
 
Science 
In science this term we will be learning about living things and their habitats. Children will learn how to classify living things in a 
variety of ways, and will use classification keys to group, identify and name a variety of living things in their local and wider 
environment. We will also investigate how changes to animals’ habitats can endanger them, and will conduct some 
investigations in our local area to explore ways in which we can help to prevent risks to habitats.  
 
History 
Our topic for the term is Crime and Punishment. We will be exploring the question ‘How has Crime and Punishment changed 
over time?’ Children will learn about a range of crimes and punishments, and explore how laws and punishments have changed. 
We will explore the definition of a crime, and look at the ways in which the police force has changed since it was established in 
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1829. We will also spend some time looking at the actions of the suffragettes, and discuss why attitudes towards the 
suffragettes have changed over time. 
 
Geography 
Our topic this term is Rivers. We will be exploring the question ‘How does the water go round and round?’ Children will recap 
their knowledge of the water cycle from our Science work in Autumn Term, and will relate this to the formation of rivers and 
mountains. We will also study the River Tees in detail, and I am hoping that this will include a trip to High Force and to 
Teesmouth. 
 
In PSHE our topic is Health and Wellbeing. We will learn how to maintain a healthy, balanced lifestyle and will be able to explain 
what good health is. We will discuss the importance of doctors and dentists in maintaining our health, as well as learning about 
the importance of taking medicines safely.  
 
In RE our topic will be ‘When Jesus left, what was the impact of Pentecost?’ Children will make links between the story of the 
Day of Pentecost, and the Christian beliefs about the Kingdom of God on Earth. We will explore how Christians live their lives in 
the church and wider communities, and make links between the stories of the Kingdom of God in the Bible and what people 
believe about following God in the world today.  
 
In Art we will be creating digital art, with a focus on shapes. We will study the works of Piet Mondrian, Wassily Kandinsky and 
Paul Klee. 
 
PE will continue to take place on Tuesday and Friday. Please ensure that your child has a PE kit which they can leave in school.   
In accordance with health and safety updated guidance, earrings should not be worn on P.E. days unless children are able to 
remove them and put them back in themselves. If your child requires an inhaler, it is essential that you make sure they are in 
date and in school. 
 
This term we are also continuing our French lessons. We will be learning to name the UK, Great Britain and the four countries in 
the UK. We will be learning to count further in French, be able to say what something is, and be able to use intonation to 
support our spoken French.  
 
Homework  
Homework each week will contain spelling practice, times tables practice on TTR, reading comprehension work on Rising Stars 
and maths basic skills practice using either Mathletics or Numbots. Homework is written in the children’s Learning Journals on a 
Friday, and it is expected that this work will be completed by the following Thursday. If there is any confusion or worry about 
homework, please let me know so I can help in any way possible. The children are given 15 minutes a day in school to access 
these online programs, and the ICT suite can also be accessed in breakfast club and at lunch times. 
 
If you have any queries or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me.  I am always in the playground after school for quick 
questions or to arrange an appointment for anything that needs a longer chat. Thank you for all the support you have provided 
so far this school year. I am looking forward to another busy and exciting term with this wonderful group of children.  
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
Miss T Currington  
 


