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Increases vocabulary   Develops communication skills 
Improves spelling Improves writing skills and styles 
Provides entertainment and enjoyment Develops knowledge in all subjects 

Increases understanding of language  Aids sleep readiness and relaxes the brain 

Raises self-esteem  …and so much more… 

What is the impact of reading every day? 

 

Usually scores in the 
top 10% in tests. 

Usually scores in the 
top 50% in tests. 

Usually scores in the 
bottom 10% in tests. 

Stuck on a word? 

Split (segment) the word into sounds, e.g.  c-r-a-sh and blend them together. 

Read around the words that can’t be blended - look at the sentence/ paragraph. 

Look for words within a word or the ‘root’ word e.g. foot/ball, magician. 

Break down words into sections e.g. prefixes (disappear) and suffixes (comfortable). 

Remember to draw attention to punctuation to help children read with feeling and expression. 

 



 

 

Stuck on a word? 
 
Split (segment) the word into sounds, e.g.  
c-r-a-sh and blend them together 
 
Read around the words that can’t be 
blended - look at the sentence/ paragraph 
 
Look for words within a word or the ‘root’ 
word e.g. foot/ball, magician; 
 
Break down words into sections e.g. 
prefixes (disappear) and suffixes 
(comfortable). 

What questions should I ask? 
 
At St John’s we use the Reading 
VIPERSS. Each letter represents a skill the 
children must develop on their reading 
journey.  
 
To build your child’s confidence with 
understanding language, use a variety of 
the VIPERSS questions when reading 
together.  
 
Draw attention to punctuation to help 
children read with feeling and expression. 
  
 

 

  
 

   

How can I help my child with reading at home? 



The ‘comments’ box   
 
Please help your children to record information they have read about each day in the  
comments box.  
 
This could include: 

• Something they have enjoyed from the book  
• Something they did not enjoy from the book 
• A wow word or phrase they would like to remember to use in their writing at school  
• A comment on the character or setting 
• A fact they have learned 
• A question they have 

 
Below is an example of what your child’d reading journal may look like after a week.  
 
It can be as short or as long as your child wishes. This should take your child only a few seconds.  
 
Parents are more than welcome to write down their child’s ideas.  
 
These comments will be starting points for class discussion in school.  
 
Date  Next page to read  Comment  Signed 
1st Sept 15 The character’s journey to the abandoned island was 

petrifying. 
RQ 

2nd Sept  30 I didn’t like the new character introduced. RQ 
3rd Sept  45 Why did the charater not leave the abonded island? RQ 
4th Sept 60 You can create fire with friction. MQ 
5th Sept 75 “the rain was a waterfall of hope” MQ 
6th Sept 90 Will he try to return to his family? RQ 
7th Sept  105 “the wood whimpered under his worn feet” TQ 

 

Sentence starters to help you get started: 
I liked… 
I didn’t like… 
It was interesting when… 
I wish… 
I was confused about… 
Why… ? 
How… ? 
When… ? 
Where… ? 
Who… ? 
My favourite character is…  
My least favourite character is… 

I think… 
I was impressed by… 
I enjoyed… 
I was shocked that… 
________ was funny. 
________ was serious.  
The setting… 
The character… 
“ __________” 
My favourite part was… 
My least favourite part was… 

 

A Huge Thank You 
Thank you for all your support, effort and commitment to working together to make the children of St. 
John’s the best they can be. Your support is invaluable and irreplacable and we appreciate all you do.  
 



 

 

Week Beginning:  

Date  Next 
page  

Comment  Signed  

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Weekly online learning tasks / Homework 
Spellings  

Mathletics  

Times Tables Rockstars  

Online Reading   

Numbots  

Other  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Please search Darlington Libraries on social media to find a full list of activities and special 
events taking place to help inspire a love of reading and introduce your children to new 

authors. 

Library visits: 

 

 

 

Visit 1 Visit 2 Visit 3 Visit 4 

Visit 5 Visit 6 Visit 7 Visit 8 

Visit 9 Visit 10  Visit 11 Visit 12 

 

Borrow books, magazines, comics for free Use a computer and access the internet  
Use a printer Attend a free Lego club each Saturday  
Attend author, illustrator and artist 
workshops  

Attend story telling sessions 

Attend themed events linking to your 
favourite books 

…and so much more… 

What can I do at my local library? 
  

Each time you visit the library please get a grown up to sign a box below 
so we can stamp it at school. There are 12 boxes – that is only 2 visits a 
half term! Once you have collected all 12 stamps a special prize will be 
waiting for you.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Programme  Username  Password 
Online Reading    
Mathletics   

Times Tables Rockstars   
Purple Mash    
Online Spelling   
Numbots    

   

Online Usernames and 
Passwords 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 and 4 Statutory Spellings 

Year 5 and 6 Statutory Spellings 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


